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Miscellany. 


BRIEF MEMOIR OF WILLIAM WARD, D. D. 


LATE, ONE OF THE MISSIONARIES AT SERAMPORE, East INpIEs. 


The name of Witt1am Warp is dear to the friends of missions in 
every country. By his visit to the United States he became greatly 
endeared to American Christians, and they will cherish his memory 
as long as humble piety, earnest zeal, and christian excellence con- 
stitute the legitimate objects of esteem and love. It was our privi- 
lege to announce his arrival in our city in 1820, and state the ob- 
jects of his visit to this country, and on many other occasions our 
readers have been made acquainted with his labours in the cause of 
Christ. His lamented death was mentioned in a late number, and 
we shall now add some notice of his life, collected principally from 
the latest English publications. 

Mr. Ward was a native of Derby, where he was born October 20, 
1769. His mother was a pious woman,who received her first religious 
impressions under the discourse ef a female Quaker, who preached 
in the town-hall of that place. Mr. Ward had the advantage of ma- 
ternal counsel and example ; and it is believed became, while young, 
the subject of converting grace, and was made a partaker of the 
unsearchable riches of that Gospel which he was appointed to 
preach among the Gentiles. In early life he was brought up to the 
printing business, and while a youth was united to the Baptist church 
at Hull ; by which it being soon perceived that he possessed promis- 
ing talents for the ministry, he was encouraged to devote himself to 
that work, and was placed under the care of the late Rev. Dr. Faw- 
cett, of Ewood Hall, Halifax, for literary instruction. 

The writer of the interesting memoirs of that excellent and useful 
man, gives the following honourable testimony to the conduct and 
character of Mr. Ward: ‘ A residence of about a year and a half at 
Ewood Hall endeared Mr. Ward as much to the family, as his exer- 
tions in behalf of the heathen have raised him io the esteem of the 
public. They witnessed the first appearance of that missionary 
spirit which induced him afterwards to relinquish every other en- 
gagement for this sacred cause. His most delightful employment 
was to preach in hamlets wherever he could collect a congregation ; 
and by the dispersion of short tracts, &c. to lead careless, as well as 
inquiring souls, to a serious attention to the best things.” 

Mr. Fuller, also, in his valuable memoirs of good Mr. Pearce, of 
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Birmingham, says : ‘“‘ The congregation at Canon-street was supplied 
for several months by Mr. Ward, who has since gone as a missiona- 
ry to India. Here that amiable young man became intimately ac- 
quainted with Mr. Pearce, and conceived a most affectionate esteem 
for him.” 

Mr. Pearce had also formed a strong attachment to Mr. Ward. 
This will appear from the following extracts of a letter addressed to 
him just before his departure for India: ‘‘ Most affectionately do I 
thank you for your letter, so full of information and of friendship. To 
our common Friend, whois gone into heaven, where he ever sitteth 
at the right hand of God for us, 1 commend you. Whether I die 
or live, God will take care of you till he has ripened you for the 
common salvation. Then shall | meet my dear brother Ward again ; 
and who can tell how much more interesting our intercourse in hea- 
ven will be made by the scenes that most distress our poor spi- 
rits here. 

** Alas! I shall see you no more. I cannot be at Olney on the 
7th of May. The journey would be my death. But the Lord whom 
you serve will be with you then, and for ever. My love to all the 
dear assembled saints, who will give you their benedictions at that 
solemn season. Ever yours, &c. BoP. 

Before Mr, Carey’s departure for India, he addressed Mr. W. to 
the following effect, *‘ If the Lord bless us, we shall want a person 
of your business to print the Scriptures: I hope you will come 
after us.”’ This hint seems to have remained on Mr. Ward’s mind, 
and the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, hearing of 
his inclination to go to India, invited him to attend a ministers’ meet- 
ing at Kittering, in Oct. 1798. 

On the 7th of May, 1799, he was solemnly designated, with Mr. 
Brunsden, to the work of a Missionary in India, at Olney. The 
work of the day was accompanied with fasting and prayer. 

On this occasion Mr. Ward remarked: * In complying with this 
invitation, | gave up all other prospects, and devoted myself to that 
of attempting to bless a nation of heathens. Since that time, my 
peace and joy in God have more and more abounded. Duty and 
pleasure have, in my employment, gone hand in hand. Sometimes 
I have been enabled to say, 


‘¢ No joy can be compared to this, 
* To serve and please the Lord.” 

‘In his strength, therefore, 1 would go forth, borne up by your 
prayers, hoping that two’ or three stones at least may be laid of the 
foundation of Christ’s kingdom in India, nothing doubting but that 
the fair fabric will rise from age to age, till time shall be no more.” 

A passage had been provided in the Criterion, an American ship, 
captain Wickes,; they left the river May 24,1799. They landed 
safely at Calcutta, October 11; but were under the necessity of pro- 
ceeding to Serampore, a Danish settlement. | 

From Serampore they wrote to Mr. Carey, and in a few days 
after, Mr. Ward and Mr. Fountain went to visit him at Mudnabatty ; 
and found that all the interest he-could make was not sufficient to 
induce the Supreme Government at Bengal te suffer the newly- 
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arrived Missionaries to settle in the British territories. Mr. Carey 
at length resolved, notwithstanding it would prove a loss to the So- 
ciety of 500 pounds, to listen to Mr. Ward’s entreaties to join them; 
and thus the seat of the mission was removed to Serampore. Here 
the Missionaries knew they would receive protection from the Dan- 
ish government ; whilst the great ends of the mission, particularly 
the printing of the Scriptures, were likely to be answered at Se- 
rampore better than they would have been at Mudnabatty. 

In August, 1801, Mr. Ward, accompanied by Khristna-Pal, the first 
converted Hindoo, who had begun to converse with his idolatrous 
neighbours respecting the Gospel, made a missionary tour to cer- 
tain parts of the country from whence persons had come for reli- 
gious instruction, preaching and distributing papers as they pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr. Ward entered upon his labours at Serampore with great ar- 
dour, and during the year 18U0 had the pleasure of printing the 
New Testament in Bengalee. On December 22d of that year, he 
thus describes an event which excited the greatest astonishment, 
and called forth the warmest emotions of his heart in gratitude to 
God; this was what he calls the breaking of * the infernal chain 
of Cast :” 

‘This day, Gokool and Khristna came to eat Tiffin (what in 
England is called luncheon) with us, and thus publicly threw away 
their cast. Messrs. Carey and Thomas prayed with the two natives 
before they proceeded to this act. All our servants were astonish- 
ed; so many had said that nobody would ever mind Christ, or lose 
cast, Mr Thomas had waited fifteen years, and hdd thrown away 
much upon deceitful characters : Mr. Carey had waited till hope 
of his own success had almost expired ; and, after all, God has done 
it with perfect ease! Thus the door of faith is opened to the Gen- 
tiles! Who shall shut it? The chain of the cast is broken! Who 
shall mend it ?”’ 

In a letter to Mr. Fuller, Jan. 12th, 1809, Mr. Ward gives an ac- 
count of a work of considerable magnitude on which he had been 
employed during the preceding five or six years, ‘* On the Religion 
and Manners of the Hindoos.” 

This work was printed at Serampore, by permission of the India 
government, in 1811, in four quarto volumes. A second edition, 
‘‘ carefully abridged and greatly improved,” was printed in one large 

varto volume in 1815; and a third edition, in two octavo volumes, 
was published in England in 1817. 

In the year 1811, March 10, a calamitous fire happened at Se- 
rampore, by which the printing office, types, &c. &c. were wholly 
consumed and destroyed. 

The missionary labours of Mr. Ward have been detailed in the 
numerous accounts of the Society, but we have not room}to detail 
them here. 

In June, 1819, Mr. Ward arrived in England, and attended the 
Anniversary of the Baptist Missionary Society at Great Queen-street 
Chapel. His address, after the sermon, produced a powerful im- 
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pression. He preached in the evening at Zion Chapel to a crowded 
auditory, from Eph. ii. 11. ‘* Without God in the world.”” The aw- 
ful description which he gave in this sermon of the ‘ abominable 
idolatries’’ of the pagans in India excited deep commiseration. He af- 
terwards visited many parts of England, Scotland, and Wales, preach- 
ing and collecting for the College at Serampore. He also visited 
Holland and America, collecting for the missionary branch of the 
College for educating pious Hindoo youth, members of churches, for 
the ministry. 

Mr. W. arrived at New-York on the 2d of November, 1820. 
Christians of different denominations received him with the most 
respectful attention, and opened their churches for him to lay before 
them the claims of the Serampore College He travelled through 
many of the States, and collections were made to aid his object. 
Having spent nearly five months in this country, in which he had been 
greatly instrumental in awakening a missionary spirit,and arousing 
the attention of Christians to the perishing condition of the heathen, 
he closed his public labours in America, on Sunday morning, the 25th 
of March, 1821, in the Baptist meeting-house in Fayette-street. On 
this occasion he preached from Eph. ii. 12. ‘+ Without God in the 
world,”’ and after an able and learned exposition of the text, he made 
a powerful appeal to the minds and consciences of his attentive and 
numerous audience, in behalf of forty mi/lions of professed atheists, 
which the Burman empire is estimated to contain. After the sermon 
a collection was taken to aid the American Baptist Mission in Bar- 
mah. Mr. W. then made a short, affecting farewell address to the 
audience, as representing the whole body of his Christian friends in 
the United States, for whose kind attentions he expressed the live- 
liest gratitude, as well as for the liberal contributions they had made 
to the object of his mission. We shall not soon forget this parting 
scene. In almost every eye stood the tear, silently expressive of 
the strong attachment which all felt to this beloved herald of the 
Cross. He descended the pulpit, and, accompanied by a few friends, 
proceeded to the boat, and took his departure from our shores. 

Besides the work before-mentioned, Mr. Ward, while in England, 
published a sermon on 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, which contains the substance 
of all his pulpit addresses ; and betore leaving England for Bengal 
he published a volume of ‘‘ Farewell Letters to a few friends in Bri- 
tain and America,’’* which was dedicated to his friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Bethune, of this city. This work has passed through seven editions 
in England and America, and was translated into the Welsh language. 

Mr. Ward, on his return to India, sailed from the Thames in the 
Abberton, on the 28th of May, 1821, in company with Mrs. Marsh- 
man and her daughter, and several missionaries belonging to differ- 
ent societies in England ; and arrived in safety at Madras, after an 
expeditious passage, on the 24th of September ; and a letter dated 
Calcutta, Oct. 25, communicated the gratifying intelligence of their 
safe arrival at that place. 

Mr. Ward, in a letter dated Feb. 27th, 1823, says: ‘“‘ We are in 


* See Review of Ward’s Farewell Letters, Ch. Herald, Sept. 1821, p. 264. 


















Memoir of William Ward, D. D. 421 


merciful circumstances as it respects health.” This letter he put 
into the post-office with his own hand the next day. Little did he 
imagine, that the vessel appointed to carry it to England would 
also convey the intelligence of his premature and sudden death: 
but so it was. He died March 7th, in his 54th year. So true is it 
that we ‘ know rot what shall be on the morrow: for what is your 
life? it is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.” 

Mr. Ward has left a widow and two daughters. May He who is 
the Father of the fatherless, and a God of the widow in his holy 
habitation, support, protect, and bless them under this heavy and 
unexpected deprivation of an affectionate husband and parent. 

The last publication of Mr. W. was printed at Serampore, a short 
time before his death. It is entitled, ‘* Brief Memoir of Khrisna- 
Pal, the first Hindoo in Bengal who broke the chain of the Cast by 
embracing the Gospel.”” A few copies only were sent to England, 
directed by Mr. Ward’s own hand to some of his particular friends, 
in January last, and these. seem silently to. say, ‘* Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither thou goest.”’ 

In the death of this excellent Christian and laborious missionary, 
(says the Asiatic Observer, printed at Calcutta,) the brethren of the 
Serampore Mission are called to mourn over one of the most afflic- 
tive dispensations with which they ever have been exercised. Mr. 
Ward had been associated with them in their various and successful 
labours for nearly twenty-four years; therefore his removal by 
death, almost without warning, must have occasioned them a poig- 
nancy of grief, which, although chastened by the supports of the 
gospel, and an humble acquiescence in the decision of Infinite Wis- 
dom, cannot soon be alleviated. Since his return from Europe his 
health had been in general pretty good, but latterly the complaint 
with which he was so much afflicted before his departure for Eu- 
rope, appeared to be returning upon him ; but by proper attention 
to diet, exercise, &c. his health was so much preserved, as to give 
reason to hope his life might be spared for many years. On the 
Sabbath preceding his death, he was engaged in the performance 
of his ministerial duties at Calcutta, and preached in the evening 
there from ‘ Lead us not into temptation,”’ in so searching a man- 
ner as to attract particular notice. He also attended the monthly 
prayer meeting, held on Monday evening at the Lall-Bazar Chapel, 
after having spent the day in visiting, for the last time, the flock 
he so much loved. Tuesday morning, March 4th, he returned to 
Serampore in the boat with Mrs. Marshman. On the way he read 
to her a number of extracts from Brainerd, making such remarks 
occasionally as sufficiently evidenced the state of his mind. He ap- 
peared in good health the whole of that day, as well as on Wednes- 
day, when in the evening he preached in the Mission Chapel at Se- 
rampore the weekly lecture, intended chiefly for the youth there 
for education, from Mark, xvi. 16. ‘“‘ He that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned.” No 
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one suspected that this was the last message he had to deliver in 
his great Master’s name ; bat the close and pungent manner in which 
he addressed them, seemed to excite unusual attention. It was par- 
ticularly recollected that in the course of his sermon, while exhibit- 
ing Christ as the only Saviour, he repeated the following verse : 

The best obedience of my hands 

Dares not appear before thy throne ; 

But faith can answer thy demands, 

By pleading what my Lord has done, 
and to impress it more firmly on his audience, he repeated the verse 
a second time. 

On Thursday he went into the printing office, though somewhat 
indisposed, and remained until past noon. During the rest of the 
day, and the succeeding night, he felt inclined to dose, and some- 
times considerable hopes were entertained of his recovery : but on 
Friday, at 12 o’clock, his pulse declined so as to take away all hopes; 
and about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, he ceased to breathe, in so im- 
perceptible a manner, that for some moments his afflicted brethren 
and sisters, assembled around him, were scarcely aware that his 
happy spirit had left its tenement of clay. Thus, in the 54th year of 
his age, and the 24th of his missionary labours at Serampore, de- 
parted one of the most faithful, disinterested, and arduous labourers 
in the vineyard of his glorious Redeemer, that India had ever seen. 
To enlarge on his character here would be quite ‘superfluous ; it is 
too well known to those who enjoyed the happiness of his acquaint- 
ance, for words to add any thing to the impression it has left on the 
mind. Numerous friends from Serampore, Barrackpore, and Cal- 
cutta, attended the funeral, which took place on Saturday evening. 
Dr. Carey addressed the congregation at the grave, and Dr. Marsh- 
man concluded in prayer. 

The next Lord’s-day week, the 16th March, Dr. Carey preached 
a funeral sermon at the Lall-Bazar Chapel. The place was crowded 
to excess, which amply testified that ‘“‘ the memory of the just is 
blessed,’’ the text chosen by the venerable preacher. On Wednes- 
day evening, the 19th, Dr. Marshman preached a funeral sermon io 
the Mission Chapel at Serampore, which was numerously attended ; 
and on the Lord’s-day following, Dr. Marshman preached a funeral 
sermon also at the Union Chapel. 

The Trustees of the College of New-Jersey met on the 10th of 
April, 1822, and conferred on Mr. Ward the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Divinity, as a testimonial of the high estimation in which 
they held his character and attainments. 

We could dwell with pleasure on the character of this departed 
saint—‘* chosen to be an Apostle, beloved for his werk’s sake, and 
still more beloved for his eminent resemblance to his meek, devoted, 
and zealous Master ;’’* but we have already exceeded our limits for 
this article, and shall conclude in his own animated description of the 
opening prospects of the Redeemer’s kingdom :— 

‘In all this progress, what difficulties have been removed—what 


* See C. H. Vol. VIII. p. 234. 
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ground prepared—what an army in array—what resources provid- 
ed—what auxiliaries in the prayers of the saints! All, in fact, rapid- 
ly tends to the grand consummation. ‘ The Lord whom we seek will 
suddenly come to his temple,’ and, amidst the hallelujahs of a saved 
world, he will be crowned Lord of all.” 











** One song empleys all nations ; and all cry, 

“*¢ Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us,’ 

“« The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 

* Shout to each other,-and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy ; 

« Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 

“ Earth rolls the rapturous hosannah round.” 









For the Christian Herald. 
JUVENILE RECOLLECTIONS. . 


En [Motsis :] Sunt hic etiam sua praemia laudi ; 
Sunt lacryme rerum, et mentem Mortalia tangunt —Vire. 







Mr. Epiror—The following poem is one of peculiar precious- 
ness among the recollections of my juvenile years. - Whence it was 
extracted, or by whom composed, | either never knew or have whol- 
ly forgotten. If any of your correspondents can furnish its history 
in these respects, or others of greater interest, it will be a valuable 
acquisition of the kind to the writer, and perhaps to the public. For 
in the accommodated and translated words of the motto, we may say 
respecting it, 

Behold the boy ! see virtue’s due reward ; 

Earth’s favour won through heaven’s supreme regard. 

No fiction here dissolves our sympathies ; 

We weep at facts and feel realities. 

A mortal’s suffrings touch the mind humane— 

Is he a man who can his tears restrain ? 




















He may be a man, and perhaps a Christian ; but his composition 
is neither exquisite nor refined—if he can meditate the biography of 
Moses without emotion, or read the simple verses in question with- 
out feeling. I would recommend, from a memorable and grateful 
experience of its advantages, that children should be taught, es-¢ 
pecially by their mothers, to recite it, with suitable explanations and 
reflections. The history will arrest them; the tenderness will sub- 
due them ; and the example of his after life, who is here found navi- 
gating the waters of the Nile in so frail a bark but with so good a 
Pilot, so safe a passage, so competent an Underwriter, and so noble Hi 
a Consignee, will, through the commanded “ blessing,”’ secure a re- Hy) 
sult in their maturer age similar to his, of whom the Spirit of truth i 
has written for our sakes the following eulogium : ‘* By faith, Moses, 
when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter ; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season : esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt : 
ror he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he 
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forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible.”’ 


Fast by the margin of her native flood 
Whose fertile waters are well known to fame, 
Fair as the bordering flowers the princess stood, 
And rich in bounty as the generous stream. 


When Jo! a tender cry afflicts her ear, 
The tender cry declares an infant’s grief ; 
Soon she, who melted at each mortal’s care, 
With tenderest pity sought the babe’s relief. 


The babe, adorn’d with beauty’s earliest bloom, 
But to the last distress expos’d, appears ; 
His infant softness pleads a milder doom, 
And speaks with all the eloquence of tears. 


The kind Egyptian gazed upon his charms, 

And with compassion view’d the weeping child, 
She snatch’d the little Hebrew to her arms; 

She kiss’d the infant, the sweet infant smil’d. 


Again she clasps him with a fond embrace, 
Yet more she pities the young stranger’s wo! 
She wip’d the tear that hung upon his face, 
Her own the while in pious plenty flow. 


Ah! cruel father, thy harsh law I see, 

Aad feel that rigour which the Hebrews mourn : 
O, that I could reverse the dire decree 

That dooms the babe a wretch as soon as born! 


But that, alas! exceeds my slender pow’r— 
And must the tender innocent be slain ? 
Poor harmless babe, born in a luckless hour, 

Yet sweet as ever sooth’d a mother’s pain. 


Must thou, poor undeserving infant, die ? 
No!—in my bosom every danger shun ; 

A princess shall a parent’s loss supply — 
And thou art worthy to be call’d her son. 


I will just add, that as the memory is always, and especially in 
youth, the most improvable of all our faculties, so the practice of 
storing the memories of children with well-selected pieces of poetry, 
and of initiating their understandings into the meaning of the words 
committed, is one which all experience sanctions as eminently useful 
in forming their characters to piety. and one which the Spirit of all 
grace ordinarily owns and blesses with his own concurrent and re- 
deeming influences. ‘‘ Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

PaTRISSANS. 








For the Christian Herald. 


HINTS OF A PASSING STRANGER. 


When in the city some time since, the heart of a passing stranger 
was gladdened by hearing of the progress of benevolent feeling there, 
as in the increasing interest evinced for the many charitable Insti- 
tutions, which are the delight of the pious, and prove the means of 
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blessings to many who are ready to perish. But most particularly 
did he rejoice to hear that so many dear females were walking in 
the steps of the sainted Mrs. Graham, inasmuch as they were en- 
gaged in weekly visits to the poor, the distitute, and the vicious, 
and that they found an almost immediate reward for their exertions 
and prayers in the conversion of some, and the apparent reformation 
of many others. 

Yes, a holy joy diffused itself through his soul, as he viewed these 
** Angels of Mercy,’’ (he can call them no less, as he believes that 
FSemale influence is almost unlimited when exerted in the cause of 
Christ,) going from-week to week to cheer the sick, instruct the ig- 
norant, admonish the sinful, and by their collections increasing the 
funds of many charitable associations. 

What then were his emotions of disappointment to hear Jately that 
many had become so much discouraged as to discontinue their la- 
bours. His feelings were so deeply afflicted as to constrain him to 
address them thus ; ‘“* Ye did run well for a time, what bath hinder- 
ed you’’—and being unused to exhortations, he would say in the 
energetic language of Mr. Whelpley,* ‘It is the design of your con- 
version, not only that your own soul, but that others—all, to whom 
you can extend the influence of the gospel should be saved. Be- 
lieve it, the nature of Religion is such, that the more you impart of 
it to others, the more you have left to appreciate and enjoy. ‘ Cast 
thy bread upon the waters and it shall return to thee after many 
days’—Where is thy philanthropy, friend of Jesus Christ ? dost thou 
possess the benevolence of the Saviour? canst thou look unmov- 
ed upon the final destiny of thousands who must perish for want of 
that Gospel which it is in your power to give.” I will add, with 
the Bible in your hands, dear Christian females, what have you to 
fear ? Is it the unkind speeches of those to whom you offer it? They 
are seldom made, for there is something so imposing, so truly dis- 
interested in the aspect of those who leave their own comfortable 
firesides, and cultivated circles, to plod their lonely way (for it is not 
thronged) among the forlorn and miserable, that it compels respect, 
even where it fails to awaken gratitude. Do you anticipate the 
sneers of those, whose peculiar talent it is to ridicule Christian ex- 
ertion? Regard them not, for the day of judgment is approaching, 
and you have yet much to accomplish in order to prove your devoted- 
mess to a cause which has ever been despised by the great and the 
gay. In that day will you not rejoice, individually, to hear your Sa- 
viour say, ‘* she hath done what she cou/d.” In that awfully solemn 
day will you not “ rejoice with joy unspeakable” to find yourselves 
surrounded and welcomed by those who you now have it in your 
power to rescue from endless wo? Resume then your labours, 
rendered sacred by the example of your “ Elder Brother” and friend, 
who has purchased your services with his own blood ; and forget not 


* See C. Herald No. 6, Vol. 10—Review of Mr. W——’s Missionary Sermon. 
C. Heratp, No. 239. 54 
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now, or ever, that ‘“* He who converteth a sinner from the error of 
his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins.”’ A FRIENDLY STRANGER, 





ae? 


For the Christian Herald. 
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THEIR CONDITION. 


From the statements which have been made respecting the pre- 
sent number of our coloured population, we perceive that but a small 
proportion of them are free men. It also appears, that such as are 
free do not, from various causes, enjoy an equality of rights with 
their fellow citizens. They are by the inveterate habits of the coun- 
try, placed at the greatest distance from a participation in the most 
honourable connexions, and from sharing in its civil dignities. We 
look upon them, and habitually treat them as an inferior and degrad- 
ed class of the community. The consequence is precisely what 
might have been expected. They do not, in general, respect them- 
selves ; nor do they make any considerable efforts to rise above their 
present condition. We cheerfully acknowledge, that there are ma- 
ny single exceptions to be made to this remark ; but the general fact 
is unquestionable. So obvious is it, that the free blacks throughout 
the country, and particularly in the southern section of it, are both 
politically and morally sunk below the proper level of free men, 
that the comparison is not unfrequently made between them and the slave 
population, not much to their advantage. In some districts, their con- 
dition is obviously less comfortable than that of their brethren in bond- 
age, and but too clearly shows that a general emancipation of our slaves, 
in their present uneducated state, would add nothing substantial to their 
comfort. 

But while we make this concession to the advocates of slavery, we are 
very far from admitting their representations of the desirable circumstan- 
ces of slaves. It has been asserted that this part of our population are 
by no means unhappy, and have no peculiar claims upon our benevolent 
interposition or our sympathies. We have been told that they are, by 
their situations, happily freed from many of the restive cares of life, ge- 
nerally attached to their masters, and sufficiently contented with their 
present condition; and what more, it is asked, could the friends of 
emancipation desire than to see them thus contented with their present 
allotments ? 

What more, we ask in reply, could any free citizen of our country de- 
sire for his descendants, than that they should have secured to them a 
similar contentment in a state of servitude-—-say as the hewers of wood 
and drawers of water to the future subjugators of the land, or as the 
slaves of some predatory enemy, who shall have captivated them in 
childhood, and bred them to the condition of bondmen! It surely does 
not become an American citizen, and especially the high-minded people 
of the South, to hold this language. Have not both we and our fathers 
drawn the sword against every attempt to abridge our personal liberty ? 
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Are not the fields of those very states, most implicated in the practice 
of slavery, consecrated by the ashes of their noblest citizens, who fought 
and perished there fer civil freedom? It were enough to reply to every 
representation of the comfort and contentment of this class of our fellow 
subjects, that they are slaves. 

We are not about to follow in the train of philippics which have been 
uttered against the Southern people for the practice of slavery. Their 
situation is, in many respects, peculiar, and such as calls for measures on 
this subject, which we, with our former number of siaves could have as 
little reason as disposition to adopt. But when the question is raised 
respecting the right of the slave to complain of his condition, and our 
duty to commiserate and take all Christian measures to meliorate it, we 
must be allowed to state candidly what his condition is. 

The negro slave of our country, as truly as ourselves, inherits, either 
from his nearest or his more remote ancestry, the right of personal free- 
dom. He is from a country whose inhabitants do not bow to a foreign 
yoke. He did not sell himself into bondage ; nor had either his parents 
or his guardians the right to dispose of his liberty. In many instances, 
he was not obtained for our market, by the regular process even of this 
iniquitous traffic in human flesh. He or his ancestor was secured for 
transportation in the same manner that the wild beasts gather their prey. 
A horde of white men rushed upon him, in a moment of false security, 
pinioned him, and delivered him over to resistless bondage. This vio- 
lence, it should however be remembered, was not done by his present 
owner, nor perhaps by the traders of the south. Doubtless, the first 
and the most atrocious act in the series of wrongs inflictcd upon the ne- 
gro, is more generally attributable to the people of the north than of the 
south. The inhabitants of Britain, too, must come in for a large share 
of the sin and the curse of having entailed this bondage. 

But unhappily it is only the beginning of his wrongs. He was bought, 
or seized, and transported to our shores, merely for the sake of gain. He 
was accordingly disposed of to the highest bidder, by whom he is here- 
after to be fed, apparalled, and worked. The negro slave constitutes a 
part of the wealth of his master, and is liable to be seized for debt in 
the same manner as other property. ‘The master cannot take the life of 
his slaves, as he would that of his ox or his spaniel, but he is at perfect 
liberty to assign them their residence, their labour and subsistence, to 
confine them on his plantation from all intercourse with free citizens, or 
other gangs of slaves, to exact their toil by the whip, to punish their more 
private offences at his discretion, and to sell them either singly or other- 
wise, as may best suit his convenience. Every planter has, of course, 
the education and religious instruction of his slaves entirely under his 
own control. It would not be expected that a teacher should approach 
the plantation, except with leave obtained from its owner ; nor would the 
slaves be allowed to leave it, without a formal permission. The slave 
code of Virginia, and, it is presumed, of the other states, forbids their 
being afforded more than the first branches of education. Not even the 
planter himself has the privilege of teaching his negroes to write. 

To complete the subjection of the slave to his master, he is not al- 
lowed to be a witness in any prosecution or civil suit where a white man 
isa party. This law, we believe, extends to every state where slavery 
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is tolerated. No where can the slave expect much redress from public 
justice, whatever may be the character of his wrongs, for the obvious 
reason, that he can seldom substantiate them by evidence. The presence 
of a thousand negroes would not supply the requisite proof of the foul- 
est murder. Add to all this, the uncertainty of their condition precludes 
their enjoying the institution of marriage, as the power of the master 
enables him to separate families at his pleasure, and to dispose of their 
members to different and very distant purchasers. By this circumstance, 
the slave is deprived, in a great measure, of those domestic comforts 
which all men are formed by nature to enjoy. He can seldom be cer- 
tain, for a month, of the society of his children, nor can he regard him- 
self as honourably connected with the companion of his sorrows. 

Such is an imperfect, but it is believed a candid, and, as far as it goes, 
a correct statement of the political condition of our slaves.. It would be 
invidious, and, in the opinion of the writer, unnecessary to resort to 
facts for a further illustration. We do not wish to cast an odium upon 
the southern people, as though they had originally been more guilty than 
ourselves, or the inhabitants of our mother country, in introducing this 
unhappy state of things. But it must be evident, we think, that the 
condition of the slave is not the most desirable. He is subjected to a 
power of the most absolute kind; a power which all history informs us 
may be fearfully abused. The master who can shut out his slaves from 
the benefits of education and Christian instruction, may be persuaded to 
do it; and we have been credibly informed that some are found to do it. 
The master, or the driver too, who holds in his hand the whip, may be 
provoked to use it both unnecessarily and severely. Avarice may stint 
the clothing or the sustenance necessary to health and comfort, or it may 
exact an excessive quantity of labour. We know that men are disposed 
to be extravagant in their requisitions upon the wealth and the services 
of others. In these northern states we hear of contentions between 
fellow citizens and equals, and of most oppressive wrongs done to infe- 
riors. Not even our hired servants and our children are always treated 
with humanity. But how much greater must be the temptation of the 
planter, and the overseer of his estate, to lay upon the slave an excessive 
toil? If the rights of the freeman, and even the supplicauons of the 
child, cannot save them often from abuse and inhumanity, what could, 
in similar circumstances, be expected from the claims or the entreaties of 
the degraded slave ? 

It would be absurd to expect the growth of good morals among such 
a people. We have heard but one unvarying testimony on the subject. 
The great body of our slaves are as ignorant, faithless, and vicious, as 
they are untaught. But a small proportion of them can read, and with 
those who can, the temptation to neglect additional instruction, or the 
difficulty of obtaining it, is so great, as in a great measure to prevert 
their improving their advantage. 

The condition, then, of our 1,500,000 slaves, as well as of our free- 
coloured population, is such as may well claim the sympathies of every 
lover of the human species. They present most decisively the aspect 
of a depressed and degraded people ; and what particularly deserves our 
attention, there is no immediate prospect of their rising to higher privi- 
leges and better hopes, If the present system continues, there is every 
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reason to expect that their misery will increase with their numbers. 
Every returning census will increase the fear of their strength, and ren- 
der them still more a burden to the country. Unless effectual means are 
adopted, and adopted soon, we must expect the evil to go down to our 
posterity with an accumulation of wrong and disgrace. Amicus. 





—— 





For the Christian Herald. 


ON THE LATE WILLIAM WARD, D. D. 


Hark, from the East, Holian sighs, 
From Zion’s harp in sorrow rise, 

To spread the grief and speak the wo, 
That make the tears of India flow. 


The hand that touch’d its sweetest chord, 
The love of Jesus Christ our Lord ; 

The heart with love of souls that burn’d, 
To mould’ring clay by death are turn’d. 


The native preachers weep aloud, 
To see the coffin and the shroud ; 
Where pale in death their Teacher lies, 
Who taught their souls to seek the skies. 


The press, that mov’d beneath his hand, 
To scatter Bibles through the land, 
Stands, as in mournful silence, still, 

Nor feels his labour, nor his skill. 


The heathen tribes, lamenting, hear, 
And diffrent tongues salute the ear ; 
The nations mourn in varying speech, 
He taught the Bible sounds to reach. 


The white men weep to see him die, 
Who wip’d the tear from many an eye ; 
Who urg’d Britannia’s blest decree 
To set the victim widow free. 


Ages to come shall bless his name, 

As power forbids the murd’rous flame, 
And Juggernaut no longer feels 

The zealots crush’d beneath his wheels. 


Asia proclaims her heavy loss, 

Her faithful preacher of the cross ; 
America’s soft sigh is heard, 

And England weeps her favourite, Warp. 


This feeble tribute warmly flows 
From friendship’s heart; a heart that knows 
How pure, how bright, how sweetly shone 

The grace of God in him that’s gone. 
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Peace to thy dust, departed Friend, 
Soon shail thy peaceful slumbers end ; 
And soul and body join’d, shall shine 
In bliss eternal, and divine. B. 


New-York, Sept. 28th, 1823. 








Kutelligeuce, 





The Fourth Annual Report of Tue Bisie Society or France has 
just reached this country. It forms a volume of 250 pages, and contains 
much interesting matter, particularly that portion of it which relates to 
the distribution of the Scriptures in France. The meeting took place 
on the 16th of April, and the Marquis de Jancourt, a peer of France, 
and President of the Society, took the chair. It was opened with a 
prayer by M. Marron, which was succeeded by an address from the 
President, and some extracts from the Report of the Committee, by the 
Baron de Stael; after this the speeches were made, &c. 

In the course of the year preceding, the Society distributed 4,627 Bi- 
bles, and 5,196 Testaments; 13 new auxiliary societies, or branches, 
have been formed, and more than 30 Bible Associations. It was further 
stated in the Report, that the pecuniary resources of the Society, which 
are supplied by the zeal of inhabitants of the country, have more than 
doubled in that time; and that the amount of donations received from 
their friends in the departments, and by contributions from auxiliary So- 
cieties, has quadrupled. 

“ Such success,” remark the Committee, “ surpasses all our hopes ; 
and there is none of us who has not fervently blessed God on hearing of 
it, that he has deigned to make choice of us as the instruments in so no- 
ble a work. Some obstacles have indeed been encountered in our pro- 
gress, and may yet impede our way; but what human enterprise is un- 
opposed? When has the principle of goodness showed itself upon 
earth when it had not to meet the evil inclinations of our nature? - But 
what can temporary resistance effect against the Divine protection, which 
has so plainly signalized itself in favour of the cause which we have 
adopted P°” 

It appears from the Report, that the Government have permitted the 
importation of many Bibles, intended for the poor, free from duties, and 
it is hoped that the same indulgence will be continued towards the Society. 

According to the plan adopted by other Bible Societies, they publish 
monthly Reports, and this has rendered the addition of an Appendix to 
their yearly volume quite superfluous. In short, the Society is stated to 
be prospering in every particular, and to receive the most cordial co-ope- 
ration of the Societies of Christian Morality, Religious Tracts, and Mis- 
sions among Heathen nations. 

Among the persons mentioned as having been present at Meetings of 
the Committee, are, Professor Everitt, of Boston, Dr. Spring, of New- 
York, Mr. Wilson, of Malta, Mr. Latrobe, Secretary of the Church of 
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the United Brethren, William Allen, the Philanthropist, General Ma- 
cauley, “his rival and friend,” Mr. Thomas Erskine, Mr. Money, mem- 
ber of Parliament, Dr. Pinkerton, and Mr. Wilks, minister of the Ame- 
rican congregation in Paris. 

The following paragraph, concerning one from our country, lately a 
resident in France, we translate entire : 

“ We are to be deprived for some time of the happiness of seeing 
among us Mr. Wilder, the assessor of your Committee, whom urgent 
business has called to America. In whatever country he may be placed 
by Providence, religion will be his motive and his object ; but, convinced 
as we are that his Christian virtues can in no other part of the world be 
of such important service to the cause of the Gospel as in France, we 
hope he will not be long absent from a land to which he is attached by 
so many spiritual bonds, and where he inspires so much respect and 
affection.” 

After a survey of the operations of the foreign European Bible Socie- 
ties, we find the following remarks, under the head of the United States : 

“It is with Great Britain that we began the hasty picture of the 
Christian world—and it is another free country which is to form the last 
link in this wonderful chain. What more irresistible argument can we 
offer to those who would injure the spirit of this age, by pretending that 
it is not in harmony with the spirit of the Gospel, and that the power 
which impels mankind to the acquisition of improvement and liberty, is 
capable of estranging them from that holy doctrine which is the first 
source of modern liberty and civilization. 

“The American Bible Society continues to honour us with a fraternal 
benevolence. It has now given us a new proof of it, by sending into 
the midst of us, as its representative, the Reverend Mr. Summerfield, a 
young minister of the Gospel, hardly twenty-five years of age, who has 
come to our climate to establish his health, enfeebled by the too early 
and assiduous exercise of his uncommon talents for preaching.” 

The principal facts contained in the report of the American Bible 
Society are then enumerated, and the portion of the Report devoted to 
foreign Societies concludes with some general remarks, beginning in 
these words : 

“‘ We have now rapidly passed over the inhabited surface of our globe. 
From Iceland to the Cape of Good Hope, from the Peninsula of India 
to the Western Coast of Africa, from the United States of America to 
the Pacific, there are few points accessible to European commerce, which 
Bible Societies have not embraced in the cosmopolitanism of the Gospel. 
Hard indeed must be his heart, and blind his spirit, who can look on 
such a spectacle without emotion. The Bible has been offered to men 
of all classes and people, in all the degrees of the social scale; the igno- 
rant and the philosophical, the statesman and the poor artisan; the po- 
lished nations of our Old Europe, and the wandering tribes in the fo- 
rests of the New World; the African under the Torrid Zone, and the 
Esquimaux, who disputes his doubtful existence with the eternal ice of 
the Pole; all have received the Book of Life. How wonderful! the 
manners, the political institutions, the literature, the forms of worship, 
the systems in philosophy, in short, every thing, is different among those 
people ; it is with difficulty that the most simple ideas extend from one 
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to the other; and behold, here is a book which embraces the immensity 
of the moral world, which rises to the highest questions in metaphysics, 
and descends to the most humble details of daily life; this book speaks 
to all the same language, and is understood by all. Still more wonder- 
ful! It adapts itself to the degrees of human nature, and while it in- 
culcates the same truths, it developes the same feelings in all hearts. If, 
after this, any doubts should dare to rise concerning the divine inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, what more lively proof can we give them? All 
the interpretations, all the commentaries, call up new commentaries and 
new interpretations ; not a profession of faith, written by the hand of 
man, but gives room for new dissension; not a mode of worship but 
dissatisfies some of those who profess it; not a sect so inclusive but sees 
the shades of opinion dividing the members of which it is composed. 
But remark, on the contrary, all those who in countries the most diverse, 
in situations the least analogous, read the Bible with a sincere and hum- 
ble heart, all those who drink at this divine fountain, soon have but one 
heart and one soul. Distinctions disappear, and different communions 
approach each other. 

«< ¢ There is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision, nor uncircumcision, 


barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all and in all’. ”’ 
: Relig. Chron. 





The American Baptist Boarp or Missions have much encou- 
ragement in their labours. At page 686 of our last volume, we gave 
an account of the arrival of Mr. Judson and Dr. Price at Ava, the 
imperial residence, whither they had gone at the request of the 
Emperor. No information has been received from them since that 
time, (March last,) until last month, when Mr. Judson’s journal 
from August 2ist, 1822, to February 2d, 1823, was received by the 
Secretary, and published in the Latter Day Luminary. The intelli- 
gence contained in Mr. J.’s journal is highly interesting, and we shall 
lay the substance of it before our readers. 

The missionaries left Rangoon on the 28th of August, and reach- 
ed Ava on the 27th September. They were immediately introduced 
to the king, and Dr. Price was received very graciously. Though 
Mr. Judson appeared before him almost’every day, the king did not 
notice him until Oct. 1: on that day, being in the royal presence, 
the king said to Mr. J. ‘* And you, in black, what are you? a medi- 
cal man, too?” ‘* Not a medical man, but a teacher of religion, your 
majesty.” The king asked him if any had embraced his religion ; 
to which Mr. J. replied in the affirmative ; and the king asked him 
many questions, on religion, geography, and astronomy. Mr. J. had 
further conversation with a royal Secretary, and other persons at- 
tached to the court ; upon the close of which he observes, ‘Thanks 
be to God for the encouragement of this day. The monarch of the 
empire has distinctly understood that some of his subjects have em- 
braced the Christian religion, and his wrath has.been restrained.” 

Oct. 4.—Prince M. eldest half-brother of the king, sent for Mr. J. 
‘¢ He is a fine young man of twenty-eight, but greatly disfigured by 
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a paralytic affection of the arms and legs. Being cut off from the 
usual sources of amusement, and having associated a little with the 
Portuguese padras, who have lived at Ava, he has acquired a strong 
taste for foreign science. My communications interested him very 
much, and I found it difficult to get away, until brother Price sent 
expressly for me to go again to the palace.” 

Mr. Judson had frequent conversations with court officers on re- 
ligion, some of whom manifested a spirit of candour and free inqui- 
ry, which greatly encouraged him. On the 2ist he had an hour’s 
uninterrupted conversation with Prince M. ‘ But | am sorry to find, 
that he is rather amused with the information I give him, than dis- 
posed to consider ita matter of personal concern. I presented him 
with a tract, which he received as a favour; and finally J ventured 
to ask him, whether Burman subjects, who should consider and em- 
brace the Christian religion, would be liable to persecution. He 
replied, ‘* Not under the reign of my brother. He has a good heart, 
and wishes all to believe and worship as they please.” ’ 

‘* Oct. 22.—At night brother Price returned [Ah-mah-rah-pore] 
with a large parcel of letters, magazines, and newspapers, from 
our beloved, far-distant native land, and what was still more inte- 
resting to me, eight sheets from Mrs. Judson, on her passage to- 
wards England, the first direct intelligence | have received from 
her since we left Madras roads. The Divine blessing appears to 
have crowned ber efforts, and those of the pious captain of the 
ship, to the hopeful conversion of several souls, and among others, 
the ladies of a family of rank, her fellow passengers. 

‘* Oct. 23.—Had some pleasant conversation with Moung Z—, in 
the palace, partly in the hearing of the king. At length his majesty 
came forward, and honoured me with some personal notice for the 
second time, inquired much about my country, and authorized me 
to invite American ships to bis dominions, assuring them of protec- 
tion, and offering every facility for the purposes of trade. _ 

‘* Oct. 28.—Spentithe forenoon with Prince M—. He obtained for 
the first time, (though I have explained it to him many times,) some 
view of the nature of the atonement, and cried out ‘‘ good, good.” 
He then proposed a number of objections, which I removed to his 
apparent satisfaction. Our subsequent conversation turned, as usual, 
on points of geography and astronomy. He candidly acknowledged 
that he could not resist my arguments in favour of the Copernican 
system ; and that, if he admitted them, he must also admit that the 
Boodhist system was overthrown. In the afternoon visited Prince 
T—. A hopeless case.”’ 

Mr. J. on a visit to Prince M’s, gave his wife, the princess T, 

own sister to the king) a copy of Mrs. Judson’s Burman Catechism, 
with which she seemed much pleased. They both treated him 
kindly, and told him to invite his wife to Ava. 

From atwenwoon K— and the Tset-kyah-woongyee,* he receiv- 


* The woongyees, of which there are four, rank next to the members of the royal 
family, being public ministers of state, and forming the high court of the empire 
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ed marked attention, and with the former held a conversation on 
religion. At asecond interview with Prince M— and his wife, he 
made a more full disclosure of the Christian religion. 

(To be continued. 

A professional gentleman who visited Prrcarrn’s Istanp in De- 
cember last, has communicated to the Directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society the following particulars :— 

At the above-mentioned period, there were residing on the Island 
54 persons, of whom 49 were the offspring of the mutineers of the 
Bounty. Seven of the young men were married, having in all 27 
children, of whom 23 were under 10 years of age. John Adams pre- 
sides as a patriarch over this interesting population. To the utmost 
of his power, he has endeavoured to train them up in the principles 
of piety and virtue, and they appear to approach nearer to the state 
of primeval innocence and simplicity, than perhaps any other com- 
munity. Their condition presents a delightful picture of social hap- 
piness. The Bible is their Directory. Most of them who are above 
10 years of age can read it. A considerable part of their time is 
employed in offering up praises to the Almighty. Nearly the whole 
of the Sabbath is spent in prayer, singing, and reading the holy Scrip- 
tures. Every morning, at four o’clock, they assemble in their res- 
pective habitations, for family worship, when an appropriate psalm 
is sung. At eleven, all the families meet together on a green, in 
the front of their dwellings, when John Adams reads prayers, and 
portions of the Scriptures, and one or two psalms are sung. Before 
sunset they thus assemble again. Afterwards, they have family 
prayer, and sing the Evening Hymn, and retire to rest. 

This little island is extremely healthy, and produces, with very 
little labour, all the necessaries of life, and some of its luxuries. 
The scenery where this interesting portion of the human race have 
fixed their habitations, is described as peculiarly picturesque and 
beautiful. 

From this remote, and in various respects, desirable spot, anxiety, 
however, is not excluded. The number of ships which touch at 
the island, both English and American, is now much more numerous 
than formerly. John Adams is apprehensive that this may lead to 
an intercourse between strangers, (who, impelled chiefly by curiosi- 
ty, occasionally visit this little colony and his people,) injurious to 
their morals and happiness. Although possessing considerable phy- 
sical strength, with the use of his faculties entire, he is yet sensible 
of his advancing age, and feels desirous, as do also the adult portion 
of his large family, that an individual, of weight and excellence of 
character to acquire over the people a personal influence at once 


The atwenwoons, of which there are six or seven, may be termed privale minis- 
ters of state, forming the privy council of the king. Next in rank to the woodgyees 
are the woondouks, assistanis or deputies of the woongyees. ‘The subordinate offi- 
cers, both of the palace and of the high court, are quite innumerable. 

According to the public registers, 40,000 houses have removed from Ah-mah- 
rah-pore to Ava, the new capital, and that 30,000 remain. The Burmans reckon 
ten persons, great and small, to a house, which gives 700,000 for the whole popula- 
tion of the metropolis of Burmah. 











Association for Aged Females. 435 


just and beneficial, should settle in the island during his lifetime. The 
plans such an individual might form for promoting the education, re- 
ligious improvement, and social welfare of the people, John Adams 
would second with all the influence which he himself derives from 
their confirmed attachment and affectionate veneration. 

It is the desire of Mr. Adams and his people, that the person who 
may settle on the island with these views, should be an Englishman, 
a minister, and that he should be sent out under the sanction of the 
London Missionary Society. 

As, however, the interesting people who thus require the inter- 
vention of the Society, do not fall within the recognised sphere of 
its operations, the Directors cannot pledge themselves to contribute 
towards the expenses either of equipment or maintenance, on behalf 
of any person going out, as proposed, under the sanction of the So- 
ciety ; but they hereby engage to exert themselves to procure for 
such person, and for his wife, (if married,) a free passage to Pit- 
cairn’s Island. 

The Tenth Annual Report of the AssocraTION FOR THE RELIEF OF 
RESPECTABLE AGED INDIGENT FemALes, established in New-York, 
Feb. 7, 1814, has been kindly communicated for our pages, and we 
feel assured it will be read with interest. 

“If I (says Job,) have withheld the poor from their desire, or 
have caused the eyes of the widow to fail; or have eaten my morsel 
myself alone, and the Fatherless hath not eaten thereof: If I have 
seen any perish for want of clothing, or any Poor without covering ; 
then let mine arm fall from my shoulder-blade, and mine arm be 
broken from the bone.” 


* And from the prayer of want, and plaint of wo, 
“¢ O, never, NEVER turn away thine ear ; 
‘< Forlorn in this bleak wilderness below, 
“ Ah! what were Man, should Heav'n refuse to hear.” 


This report, the surviving Managers observe, is presented with 
a mixture of gratitude and sorrow in a review of the events of the 
year that is past—it is with gratitude to the Giver of all good they 
acknowledge that the munificence of the Subscribers has enabled 
them to sustain, or rather help to sustain, under the load of life, in 
declining age, one hundred und twenty-five Pensioners ; and to give 
temporary relief to twenty-one poor women besides ; most of whom 
are still living monuments of mercy, and continued in existence by 
the Great Preserver of life, to bless the bounteous dispensers of 
the means, without which they might have sunk into the grave. 
Four of these have departed this life: one other of them (having 
become utterly helpless, and without friends) was removed to the 
Almshouse ; and one is provided for by a grand-daughter in the 
country. 

Of those who have departed this life, it may be said that they 
were not merely benefitted in their bodily support by the benefi- 
cence of this Society ; but their higher interests were duly regard- 
ed, and spiritual assistance was afforded to them; for the Managers 
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feel that while they are dispensing to the objects of the Society the 
bread of this life, they are by its very constitution, ‘according to 
the best of their abilities, and as opportunities may offer,’ to remind 
them of the Bread of eternal life, which cometh down from heaven, 
by ‘‘ endeavouring to impress on the subjects of their benefactions 
the necessity and importance of religion.” 

In this place may the surviving managers of the Institution with 
deep-felt sorrow be permitted to record their loss in the removal 
of Mrs. Marsnatt, one of the: Managers, to another, and (as they 
trust) a more exalted state of existence and happiness. 

It may be truly said of this departed Friend, that ‘ the blessing 
of those that were ready to perish came upon her ;’? and many a 
** widow’s heart’’ did she cause to ‘sing for joy.” ‘In the sight 
of the unwise she seemed to die, and her end was taken for misery, 
but she is in peace’”—she departed from this portion of God’s do- 
minions with triumphant hope of a glorious immortality ; leaving 
her associates to lament her loss and to cherish her memory ; while 
some of the recipients of her bounty have probably welcomed her 
to the skies, and others who remain in this “ vale of tears’? desire 
to follow her, and to be with Christ, which is ‘ far better.” 

* Well may those who, while they are “ prisoners of hope,’’ have 
turned to ‘‘ the strong hold,”’ exclaim with the poet, 
*¢ My Saviour! whom absent I love ; 
«“ Whom, not having seen, I adore ; 


‘* Whose name is exalted above 
* All glory, dominion, and power ; 


‘¢ Dissolve thou the bands that detain 

«¢ My soul from her portion in Thee! 
‘© Oh! strike off the adamant chain, 

‘‘ And make me eternally free.” 


The managers have to report, with great satisfaction, that in the 
course of the past year an Auxiliary Society has been formed, the 
object of which is to furnish clothing for our aged pensioners. It is 
hoped this will be supported and encouraged, from a conviction of 
the necessity of warm clothing to those who are in advanced life, 
during the inclement season of the year ; and the impossibility of 
procuring it without the means. Nor will the merciful benediction 
be forgotten, which our blessed Saviour hath promised to pronounce 
on those who clothe them that are without clothing ; although it 
should be done to the least of his disciples. 

That ‘itis more blessed to give than to receive,” was intimated 
from heaven ; and of all the afflicted family of mankind, those per- 
sons seem to be the most interesting objects of bounty, who, hav- 
ing once lived well, and enjoyed the comforts and conveniences of 
life, are reduced in the course of events, which no human foresight 
could controul, to want and misery. 

Their sufferings are greater than those of others, because they 
are contrasted sufferings ; and their feelings are more acute than 
those of others, because they are more refined. It is on behalf of 
the aged daughters of affliction of this class that the continuance and 












Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews. 437 


extension of your bounty are implored. The funds of the Society 
were all exhausted during the past year; and unless new and in- 
creased offerings are brought into this treasury of the Poor, the eyes 
of many who look up to it will fail, many others may ‘perish for 
want of clothing, and many poor without covering.” 

The American Socrery ror MELIORATING THE CONDITION OF THE 
Jews, are prosecuting the objects of the institution with as great ra- 
pidity as the vast importance, and the novelty of their undertaking 
will permit. The board have not yet made any purchase of land 
for the contemplated colony ; but the several committees who have 
been charged with procuring information respecting a suitable loca- 
tion, have been very diligent in their inquiries, and have from time 
to time, laid before the board such ample details on the subjects re- 
ferred to them as will enable the directors, itis believed, to con- 
clude upon a judicious purchase very shortly. The auxiliary socie- 
ties, and indeed, the Christian public, are anxiously looking for this 
decision ; and we would respectfully remind them that early remit- 
tances to the Treasurer, R. Mitrorp Briarcurorp, Esq. No. 140 
Water-street, New-York, will be highly acceptable, as a large sum 
will probably be required at the incipient stage of the colony. . The 
interest which the Society has excited on the continent of Europe 
has furnished the board with many interesting communications from 
the friends of Israel there, and several converts from Judaism to 
Christianity, have already come to co-operate with the Society, or 
to join the colony. Among the number is Mr. Joun Epwanp Zapic, 
who has just arrived from London. Mr. Z. isa native of Breslau, 
the capital of Silesia in Prussia. His father was a rich Jew of that 
city, and placed this son in the Magdalen High School of his native 
town. He was afterward apprenticed to a merchant there—sub- 
sequently was in the employ of a merchant at Hamburgh, and while 
there he was drafted to serve for one year in the Prussian army. 
For some time he resided at Paris, and then went to Frankfort. 
During this period he frequently received Christian instruction from 
different individuals, and finally embraced the faith of Christ, and 
was baptized at Cologne on the 9th of June last, by the Rev. Dr. 
Kraft. He comes provided with testimonials from Mr. Marc of 
Stockhamp, and from Mr. E. F. Roenneberg, Assistant Foreign Secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The Rev. Samuel Hanson Cox, A. M. has resigned the office of Secre- 
tary for Domestic Correspondence, and the Rev. Thomas Macauley, 
D.D. LL.D. has been appointed in his stead. 

The Femaute Foreicn Mission Scuoot Society of New-York was 
formed in this city the present year, for the purpose of aiding in the edu- 
cation of Heathen Youth at the Foreign Mission School, at Cornwall, 
Connecticut. This school is one of peculiar interest to the friends of 
missions. Its doors are open, and its advantages are offered to youths of 
all nations, kindreds, and tongues, as the following table will show. It 
has attracted the notice and the munificence-of distinguished Europeans, 
as well as Christians of all denominations in our own country. The 
school was established in the year 1817, and is under the patronage of 
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the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen compose the present 


BOARD OF AGENTS. 


Hon. Joun Treapweit, LL.D.* Rev. Carvin Cuapin, D. D. Mr. 
Puito Swirr, Rev. Lyman Beecuer, D. D. Kev. Timorny Strong, Rev. 
Cuarues Prentice, Rev. Josepn Harvey. 

Principal, Rev. Herman Daccerr. Assistant, Mr. Joun H. Pren- 
rice. Steward and Accountant, Deacon, Lorrain Loomis. Superin- 
tendant of Donations, Rev. Timorny Sréne. 


On the 1st of September, 1823, the school was composed of the follow- 

ing youths : 
Names of Scholars. Native Names. Countries. 

George L.Weed . ; : ‘ , : . |Anglo-Amer. Cattskill, N.Y. 
Horatie N. Hubbel : ° ° , “ : Do. Trumbull, Con. 
Bennett Roberts. : : ‘ : : P Do. ‘Tompkins, N.Y. 
Joseph Potang Snow . {Sar’-duk : ‘ . |Malay. 
John Newcom : . |Wau-ne-nauk-theét . . 
John N. Chicks. . |Pau-poon/-haut Stockbridge Indians. 
Peter Augustine. - |[Ta-kon-o-tas’ : . |Oneida. 
Guy Chew. : : : > : ; . |Tuscarora. 
John C. Irepoah . - |l-re-pé-ah . ( Owhyhee. 
Robert Whyhee_ . |[Why-hee . . Mowhee. 
John Ellict Phelps - |Kal-lah-ah-ou lun/-nah Owhyhee. 
Charles M. Arohekaah . |A-ro-he-ka-ah Do. 
Henry Taheete . . /[Ta-heé-te Do. 
David Brainerd . . |Mak-oo-wi-hé-na Do. 
Charles Backus. - |Nah-muk-kah-ha-loo-A- Do, 
Samuel J. Mills. . {Pa-loo . ‘ . [ee Woahoo. 
George Tyler . . {Ki-e-la-ah . ‘ 7 | Owhyhee, 
Thomas Zealand . . |Kah-la-la , ° . |New-Zealand. 
Jacob P. Tarbel . |{Ta-u-hang’sa-ra 
William L.Gray_ . . }|Ro-we-ta he-wa-t’ha 
DavidGray . ‘ . |Ga-yen-ta-roong’-qih 
Solomon Sabattis . |So-lé-lo .. , ‘ 
William Botelho . . |Lieaou A-see ; 


‘spuvysy qolmpurg 








Iroquois. 
Mohegan. 
Henry Martyn Alan . |{A’-lan Chinese. 
William Alum ; . {A¢lum 
James Lewis ‘ 
John Joseph Loy Portuguese. 
Photius Kavasales 

Anastasius Karavelles . ; < ; : Greeks. 
Jonas Isaac Abrahams . i : " . Wwew. 
George Fox . ; . |A-to-kith , ‘ . |Seneca. 
David C. Carter . . |Ta-wih 
John Sanders ; . |{Tsa-nth 
James Terrell m ; A ‘ 
Miles Mackey ‘ : . ‘ : a Choctaws. 
Isaac Fisk . . . |Pis-sah-chub-bee 


Narragansett. 


Cherokees. 








The attention of several ladies in this city seems to have been directed 
more particularly to this institution by the arrival on our shores of two 
Chinese youths, Henry Martyn Alan and William Alum. The former 
is twenty-one years of age and the latter nineteen; and Mr. Daggett 
states, that “they appear to be promising youths, and make good progress 


* Deceased. 
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in their studies.” The following letters from these three young men are 
inserted without alteration :— 


TO THE REV. MR. TRUAIR. 


Cornwall, (Con.) July 10, 1823. 
Dear Str—I write few lines. I learn to read and write a little. I find many 


good triends here. I never forget your kindness to me. You my father—your 


wife my mother—your children my brother and sister. Give my love to all good 
Christian friends. 


I am your friend, Henry Martyn Atay. 


Dear Sir—l cannot write much in English. I hope I write you letter by and by. 
I often think of you, and I thank you for all your goodness to me. It come hard 
for me to learn English: but I try, and it grow easier. I like the school very 


much. My love to your family, and to Miss Woodruff, and Mrs. Britton, and all 
my good friends in New-York. 


I am your friend, Wirtiam Axum. 


Dear Sir—I am a stranger to you, but I wish to write a few words here. Icame 
to this school fourteen months ago. I have learned something about Jesus Christ, 
and the way of salvation by Him. I wish to be a Christian, and do good. I glad 
my countrymen, Henry, & William, come here. Pray for us, that we may all be 
prepared to return home & be useful to our country, and help the missionaries. 
Please give my respects to all Christian friends. 


I am your friend, Wittiiam Botetno. 

Many other specimens might be adduced that evince the progress 
which the members of this school make in acquiring useful knowledge, 
but the above must suffice for the present. In the last quarterly report of 
the school it is stated that the “ institution continues to flourish, and the 
liberality of its benefactors increases.’”” The seminary is situated in a 
remarkably healthy location, and generally the students have enjoyed 
good health. 

When it is considered that there are 750,000,000 of “ deathless minds,” 
“ living and dying without God in the world,” and that no other means 
are ordained of God for their transformation than what are embraced in 
the grand commission given to the church of Christ, “ Go teach all 
nations,” how ought all the energies of the Christian church to be 
roused ? and what better direction, we would ask, can be given to a por- 
tion of her zeal and charities than the preparation of young men, natives 
of heathen countries, to preach the gospel to their idolatrous countrymen ? 
But we can add no more at present ; enough has been said to show that 
the society whose title introduces this article comes before the christian 
public with no common object, and their appeal should not be turned 
away by any common excuse. 

The payment of five dollars at one time, or fifty cents annually, con- 
stitutes a person a member of the society. The ladies who manage the 
affairs of the society are elected from different churches in the city, and 
the funds are paid “ to the treasurer of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions,”’ to be applied for “ the education of heathen 
youth at the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall, Connecticut.” 


? 


Swuntniary. 


From Matacca we learn that Dr. Morrison left Canton on the 17th January 
fast, and arrived at Singapore on the 29th, and conversed with Sir Stamford Raffles 




















440 Notices und Acknowledgments. 


on the subject of a Chinese and Malay College on that Island. At Malacca he 
found the missionaries in tolerable health. “ But,” says he, “my dear William 
Milne! my faithful fellow-servant—Alas ! how shart the number of his years: but 
he lived much in alittle time. His works praise him. 

“I cannot express to you the great satisfaction afforded me by this house ; the 
libraries, the Chinese printers (umawed by any Mandarins) printing the Book of 
God ; and the Chinese youths singing in their own language the high praises of 
Jehovah. e 

At Asrracnan, in Siberia, one of the Scotrisn Missionary Socrety’s stations, 
the Lord has lately displayed his mighty power by making an inroad on the Mahome- 
tan world. Astrachan is just on the-frontiers of Mahomedanism, a great mart 
for all nations ; and long the missionaries have laboured there without any fruit. 
A short time since, a young Persian Priest, who was a teacher of language to the 
missionaries, became deeply convinced of his danger as a sinuer, and was ultimate- 
ly brought to place all his dependance on our Lord Jesus Christ. This conversion 
produced a wonderful effect, both on the population and on the missionaries. On 
the 2d of September the young convert was baptized, the Greeks and Turks, Per- 
sians and Frenchmen, Britains, Germans, and the dwellers in America, were specta- 
tors of the solemn scene. The service was performed by Messrs. Glen, and M‘Pher- 
son, and Ross, missionaries of the Scottish Society, in English, Turkish, and Per- 
sian, 80 that all understood some part or other of the service. 

The Lonnon Missionary Society have sent out for the Cape of Good Hope 
the Rev. A. Robson, and Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, and Mr. Edwards, artisans. They 
sailed from Plymouth on the 19th of October, in the ship Nepos. 

The London Missionary Chronicle for Nov. contains a letter from the Rev. R. 
Moffet, dated at Lattakoo, in South Africa, 29th Jan. 1823, giving an account of 
the temporal situation of the Boschuamas, the people amongst whom he labours— 
their moral condition—the termination of the rain makers—the improving aspect 
of the mission, and the difficulty of learning the language. “ As to our encourage- 
ments,” says Mr. R. “they are few, except what arise from faith in the declarations 
and promises of Jehovah, who cannet lic, in whom we trust, waiting with anxiety 
the longed for period when the dead shall hear his voice, and rise to light and life, 
through the all prevailing name of Jesus.” 

Theological Seminary at Auburn.—The Rev. James Richards, D. D. professor of 
Christian Theology in this institution, has been inducted into office. The Semina- 
ry is now fully organized, and is prepared to receive young men who have in view 
the gospel ministry, A correspondent observes, ‘‘ we hope the addition which the 
faculty of the Seminary has received, will be felt by the church. They all appear 
to be good men.’ 


, 


NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


“Ed: Goddard’s Letter, Feb. 16, 1733” is received, and shall have an early inser- 
tion. “Lines by the late Capt. West ;” a L.” of Bethlehem; “ E. T. P.” of 
Bristol, Eng.; “ The Seaman's Friend ;” “ The Pilot’s Advice ;” and several other 
communications, are received. 

Errata.—Page 194 for “ Eiu” read Eric—for “hydian” read Lydian—on page 133 
for “ close of every line,” read close of every verse. 

Sunday School Teachers’ Magazine.—The friends of Sunday Schools throughout 
the United States, wiil be gratified to learn that a magazine devoted to this i impor- 
tant object, can now be procured for the small sum of $1 50 per annum. The first 
uumber, (for December,) has just been published by Messrs. Wilder and Campbell, 
of this city, in a neat 8vo. form, consisting of 32 pages, on fine paper, in a coloured 
cover. We would suggest to the publishers, the propriety of adopting a different 
style of printing—wide margins and blank lines give no information about Sun- 
day Schools. We most cordially wish this work a wide circulation. Every teach- 
er will do well to order the work immediately. We ought to mention that the price, 
$1 50, must be paid in advance. 
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“The abundance of the sea shal] be converted unto thee.” 








BETHEL UNION 


PRAYER MEETING, 


HELD AT NIGHT. 


The readers of our Magazine who have never had the pleasure 
of attending a Bethel Prayer Meeting held on board of a ship in the 
evening, will, doubtless, be gratified with the above cut, which isa 
correct representation of such an evening scene as has now become 
common along our wharves during the warm season of the year. 
The New-York Bethel Union was established June 4, 1821. 
Since that time Bethel Meetings have been regularly held either on 
board of ships, or in Sailor boarding-houses, and conducted by mem- 
bers of the board of Managers. The blessed effects attending them 
have been, from time to time, faithfully reported in our pages : many 
seamen through their instrumentality have been brought, as we con- 
fidently hope, to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ ; and the ex- 
cellent plans of this institution have been greatly extended. If the 
friends of seamen will be active in disseminating among them reli- 
gious information, and among landmen a knowledge of their perishing 
need, with the blessing of God on our labours, we may expect that 
soon ‘¢ THE ABUNDANCE OF THE SEA will BE CONVERTED UNTO GoD.” 


JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG 
AT NEW-YORK. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 


Sir—On Tuesday evening the 7th of October, the Bethel Union 
commenced their meetings on shore, at Mr. Williams’ 317 Water- 
C. Herarp, No. 239. 56 
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street. We assembled at an early hour, the house was soon filled 
with seamen and citizens. A ship-master who had lately arrived, made 
an exhortation and prayer, which drew the serious attention of all 
present. Soon after he concluded, a seaman rose and said: ‘I have 
arrived from sea to-day, and I have come here to worship that God 
who has protected me on my voyage, and returned me to New-York 
again, loaded with experience of his divine goodness ; for | have 
been within a hatr’s breadth of eternity : O, 1 am here a spared mo- 
nument of his mercy. On my passage home I was precipitated from 
the jib boom into the ocean by the violence of the wind and sea. 
The Lord so ordered it that | caught hold of some rigging which 
saved my life. Now, my dear shipmates, you and I are often brought 
near to the arms of death, and we have no opportunity there to plead 
with God for mercy, let us all begin this night to pray to God in the 
name of our dear Redeemer to have mercy on us and forgive us our 
sins, and prepare us to enjcy his blessed presence in his kingdom 
above ; and continue these supplications as long as we live, and 
never omit them.”’ Several strangers were present—one of them 
said, *“‘ | never was at a Bethel meeting before ; I live many hundred 
miles from here ; 0, my heart leaps with joy at what my eyes see, 
and what | hear seamen say to their shipmates in such an affection- 
ate manner, urging them to come to Christ now, and not to put it 
eff another hour.” Four seamen engaged in exhortations and pray- 
ers, which made the meeting very interesting. Another stranger 
rose and said, ‘‘ we have Bethel meetings in Charleston, South Ca- 
rolina—our hearts and hands are united with yours for the salva- 
tion of long-neglected mariners : we have had many evidences there 
that seamen have been converted, and become the disciples of Christ: 
what my eyes have seen this evening excite feelings which | cannot 
express. Blessed be God that he has any purposes of mercy for 
that class of people— may the Lord bless your endeavours and crown 
them with abundant success.”? The distribution of the Bethel Uni- 
on Messenger and Tracts at these meetings and at the hospital, has 
had a wonderful effect on the hearts and consciences of many seamen. 

By reading the ‘‘Swearer’s Prayer,” and a number of other 
tracts, the Lord has brought many seamen down on their knees at the 
throne of his grace, where they have ebtained from God that grace 
which has led them out from the paths of profanity, vice, and eter- 
nal ruin, to the paths of righteousness and peace, to the mansions 
of glory. There is scarcely a day but we have some new evidence 
from seamen we never saw before, that the cause of religion pros- 
pers among them. On Tuesday, the 14th of October, we held our 
meeting again at Mr. Williams’, where it is to be continued through 
the winter every Tuesday evening. This Seaman’s boarding-house 
to all appearance has become a Bethel. This evening all the sea- 
men could not be accommodated, the house was so full. The Rev. 
Mr. Chase conducted the meeting. The Committee could not re- 
frain from giving glory to God in seeing a multitude of weather- 
beaten seamen prostrate themselves before the Lord, and join in 
prayer for the salvation of their immortal souls. An experienced 
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sailor gave a very feeling address—he remarked, ‘ my dear ship- 
mates, why do we continue to be so wicked ’ we are not ignorant of 
our dangers of an awful eternity!—we are not ignorant of what 
many are doing for our salvation in Europe and America ; let us all 
therefore make a resoluiion that we will knock off from our sins. 
I know we cannot always worship God and keep his holy Sabbaths 
on board our ships as we ought to do, but we can refrain from tak- 
ing God’s name in vain, and from drunkenness, lewdness, and every 
other vice. We form resolutions to do those things, and why do we 
not keep them ? Our immortal souls are precious cargoes, and Christ 
suffered and died on purpose to save them, if we comply with the 
requirements of his holy book the Bible— Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name : ask, and 
ye shall receive.” We may say to ourselves and to one another, we 
are good enough. But Christ says, ‘‘1 tell you, nay ; but except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”” Before the meeting was 
closed, a seaman rose and said to the Rev. Mr. Chase, ‘1 am going 
to sail to-morrow for New-Orleans, | wish you to pray for me next 
Sunday in the Mariners’ Church.” 

On the following day a sailor said to one of the Committee, ‘1 do 
not know what to'say to you, Sir—I know I| am a thoughtless sin- 
ner—I feel more so now than | ever did before—for | saw one of 
my messmates at the Bethel meeting talk to us and prayed for us— 
I was astonished in seeing such an alteration in that man—he and I 
had sailed together in one ship, and he was not a better man than 
myself—but there ts a great alteration now—what he said has made 
me feel different from what | ever did before—I must alter my way 
of living—I have a soul to save as well as he—O, what shall J do, 
sir’’—he wept, and we had considerable conversation on this impor- 
tant subject. 

The next Tuesday evening the Rev. Messrs. Truair and Chase at- 
tended. At the close of the meeting, a sailor was named who was in 
great distress, in sickness and poverty. He had a wife and children 
destitute of food and raiment. A request was made that something 
might be contributed to mitigate the sorrows and distresses of them 
who were placed in such a situation. The sailor’s tender heart 
was seen in what they contributed to relieve their brother shipmate 
and his family. On Tuesday evening, the 28th, we continued our 
Bethel meeting at the usual place, where we discovered some fresh 
evidence that God blesses these meetings. One in particular we 
will mention. Last Thursday evening a sailor called on the Rev. 
Mr. Truair and said; ** | ama distressed sinner, and | have been 
so ever since last Tuesday evening at the Bethel meeting, which I 
entered in high glee: but | was not long there before I had a bro- 
ken heart, and was not able to sleep that night, and | am not now but 
a very little better, and | am going to sea to-morrow” We hope 
he did not call for instruction in vain. This evening we were highl? 
favoured with the presence of many pious seamen, so many, indeed, 


they conducted all our devotional exercises. We see an increased 
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solicitude among them to bring their shipmates to these meetings, 
and we are often favoured with the company of very respectable 
citizens. This evening may be numbered among many we have 
held—where Christ gave us much of his divine presence, and caus- 
ed tears to flow from many eyes. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


From Rosert Raxuston, Esq. Philadelphia, to the Entror. 
Sir, 

The public attention is evidently more and more awake to the claims of the Ma- 
riners, and as you observe, there appears to be nothing wanting besides this, under 
the Divine blessing, to make the necessary provision for their moral and religious 
improvement. An exertion for a permanent establishment in this city has com- 
menced, and there is reason to hope that under that special favour (without which 
we know nothing prospers) we shall be able to follow your commendable example 
in raising a church. The sum already subscribed is not far from five thousand 
dollars, and much ground yet to go over— ° * . » * s * 

* 

The lot ate for as our site, is in Water-street, between Walnut and Ches- 
nut-streets, being the very centre of the city on the water front—75 feet front by 
614 feet deep. The price of the lot is $8000. The improvements will be eon- 
structed for ware-houses in the basement story, with a range of stores underneath ; 
so as to have two complete floors to rent—the ground having a declivity that will 
bring the cellar part but little below the surface in the front towards Water-street. 
The church room will be in the second story, sufficiently high to admit of coving, 
and being in the church style. The income from the two floors, with a monthly 
subscription from the Mariners, it is believed, will be a sufficient sinking fund to 
extinguish the cost of the building in a short time, and in the present effort the 
object is to raise by contributions sufficient to pay for the lot, and then borrow to 
build the house, giving the lot in security. 

The subscription books for the Mariners are put on board of the vessels depart- 
ing on a voyage, to be subscribed at twenty or twenty-five cents per month, and 
the amount deducted from their wages when paid off. This plan, if carefully at- 
tended to by the Masters, will be very productive, as many of the vessels make 3 or 
4 voyages in a year, and it is understood there will be a new subscription for every 
voyage. One hundred of these books will be disposed of in time, and if it is but a 
few dollars from each vessel, in every voyage, you may judge how it will make an 
aggregate worthy of notice. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN. 


Report of the Reverend Joun Truarr, Minister of the Maniner’s Cuurcu. 
° (Concluded from page 416.) 


March 17th.—A landman and a seaman called to see me; both anxious for the 
salvation of their souls. I think the contrast was instructive to me. The landman 
was full of his difficulties on every subject ; he had many murmurings with religion, 
irresolutions in duty ; evident contentions of heart with God. He knew the way 
he ought to go, but he thought it was a hard way ; he could not get at repentance ; 
he could not see himself.as he thought he ought ; the way was hard, and to him 
God seemed an hard master :—but the poor sailor had no difficulties with any 
thing but his sins. The way was good; the Lord was good in all his ways; and 
he prayed that God would root out all the evil from his heart, and loose his stam- 
mering tongue, that he might praise him better, and warn his shipmates to repent 
of their sins and come to God_ He thought he should never turn away from God, 
nor forget the Mariners’ Church, where he thought he had felt comfort in God 
eften. At the mere meution of the name of JEsvs, this man’s countenance would 
seem as lighted up with joy. 

I might detail others, but these may suffice, to show that you know not the re- 
sult of all your labours for these men ; as these are all instances which we have 
seen but once, and know not what is the result with any one of them. There has 
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probably been at no time during the year, more seriousness among seamen than at 

this time. If they have the means they will repent as wellas other men Let the 

world know their wants, and the place they fill in the scale of prophecy, and you 

will not long want help, to convert unto God the abundance of the sea, and to en- 

list the ships of ‘Tarshish to bring him presents. J. TRUAIR. 
To the President, &c. 








Report of the Rev. Hexry Case, Missionary to Seamen. 


In the course of my religious visits, both on board of ships, and at the dwelling 
houses of mariners, officers, and those who work along shore, | have met with many 
pleasing and encouraging events. ‘The attention and sensibility to religious things 
which have been manifested by many, and their earnest inquiries in regard to 
gospel truth, and the way of life and salvation, cannot fail, if properly directed, 
to terminate, through the Divine blessing, in the happiest results Frequently, after 
a conversation with them on the subject of religion, the state of their minds, and 
the importance of being prepared for another world: about which they appeared 
to have much anxiety—they have asked my prayers before we parted, and seemed 
to join in them with great solemnity and solicitude. Perhaps in no circumstances 
have the visits of your Missionary been more grateful than at the bed-side of sick- 
ness and sorrow ; it has indeed been a pleasing employment to administer religious 
instruction to the sick and dying, and to direct them, in the last efforts of expiring 
Nature, to the only Saviour of lost sinners, for consolation. To witness that “ their 
last faultering accents whispered praise,” carried with it its own reward. 

Some of my visits on ship-board have been very gratifying. 1 called one day on 
a pious captain, and found him directing letters to his brother commanders, invit- 
ing them to call on him; and shortly after [ had the happiness of seeing a number 
of captains on board his ship, mutually consulting on the subject of the Mariners’ 
cause, and encouraging each other to promote its success. The distribution of 
Tracts has continued to be a pleasing and useful service. Tracts have been sought 
with much avidity, especially for the use of mariners at sea; they have been read 
with great satisfaction, as the seamen themselves have informed me, and I trust 
they have been read with advantage. There is also an increasing demand for 
Bibles ; and as the Devorionat Assistant* becomes known, there is a demand for 
that likewise ; and in all cases where Bibles could be obtained, and circumstances 
appeared to require it, Mariners have been supplied. The Seaman's Lecture and 
Prayer Meeting, held under the church regularly every Wednesday evening, has 
continued to be attended by mariners and their families with much interest, and I 
hope with much benefit. For the last few months the number of those who have 
attended has been considerably increased, and it has not unfrequently been the 
case, that so many pious praying sailors were present, that all could not have op- 
portunity to make addresses or prayers. I cannot omit mentioning the good or- 
der and truly Christian deportment manifested by those mariners who have at- 
tended this meeting, while in the lecture room: always attentive, always perfectly 
decorous, they have never exhibited any thing reprehensible in their behaviour, 
during divine worship, and scarcely ever has any one left the meeting until the ex- 
ercises were closed. 

For the last two Sabbaths, especially the former, I think I never saw so large 
an assembly of mariners, at any time in the Church, as attended morning and even- 
ing. ‘The attention and solemnity with which they listen to the Gospel of salvation 
is as great as at any time heretofore. 

Finally, from a survey of the whole ground, the disposition manifested by mari- 
ners in regard to the Church—the interest felt in its favour—the influence which 
captains and officers are beginning to exert to promote its success—and the num- 
ber and solemnity of the congregation, which are so many indications of the Di- 
vine approbation, 1 believe, notwithstanding the greatness of the work, and the 
difficulties to be overcome, that the friends of seamen have abundant reason to 
thank God, and take courage. 


® Persons connected with seamen are requested to introduce this work them. 
Captains and officers may promote their own tion, and the benefit of seamen, by adopting 
the use of this manual of devotion. The society have published an edition at ie ex- 
pense, and'will feel indebted for the kind attention of their friends to aid them in the proper 
distribution of it. The Scaman’s Devotional Assistant. of various qualities, may be had at the of- 
fice of the Seaman’s Magazine, No. 182 Broadway, or of any of the Directors. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN. 
Ata meeting of the Board of Directors held on the 3ist Oct. 1823, 


“It having appeared from the Rev. Mr. Truair’s report, that the Female Mis- 
sionary Societies of West-Bloomfield, and of Albany had made contributions te 
the funds of this Society, and intimated a desire to receive information of its pro- 
ceedings : 

“ Resulved, That the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine for ove year be 
transmitted at the expense of this Society to each of those Institutions, through 
their secretaries.” (A true extract.) Daniet Lorp, Jun’r, 

Recording Secretary. 


THE MARINERS’ CHURCH 


AT NEW-YORK. 


Our readers will recollect that in the sixth number of this vo- 
lume we presented a brief history of the Mariners’ Church in this 
city, and of the Society which erected it, accompanied with a wood 
cut representing a front view of the building. The history alluded 
to has been copied into several religious newspapers, and in some 
of them we tind remarks which show that Christian sympathy has 
been recently excited in behalf of American and Foreign Seamen, 
where their destitute condition had previously awakened no such 
compassion. 

The benevolent enterprise of furnishing this class of our fellow- 
men with a place of public worship, to be their own, and supplying 
them with the means of religious instruction, was conceived in a 
catholic spirit, and we are happy to be able to add, the same spirit 
has marked its progress. The men who have engaged in this work 
belonged to different denominations of professing Christians, and 
yet, having no purposes of their own to serve, they could unite, heart 
and hand, in carrying it forward. It is now acknowledged by those 
most competent to form correct opinions, that seamen have been 
improved—there is less profanity on board of many vessels, and in 
some of them it is entirely laid aside—the Bible and religious books 
and tracts are read, the daily worship of God has been established, 
and the pious example of some Masters and Seamen is producing its 
legitimate effects on the lives and conduct of others. When the 
principles of these institutions are considered, no other results could 
have been anticipated. The Christiano shall not look in vain for the 
help of the Lord, when he engages in a warfare against sin and Sa- 
tan. Though for the trial of his faith and patience, the fruit of his 
labours may not immediately appear in the conversion of those for 
whose spiritual improvement he strives, yet, he has the promises 
of God to encourage him in perseverance, and besides these, he 
will find others ready to co-operate with bim in his work and labour 
of jove. Reflections like these occurred to us on reading the * re- 
marks” of a fellow-labourer, whose mind seems to have fastened 
on the delightful prospect promised to the church by the extensive 
conversion of Seamen, and to have been attracted by the catholic 
spirit upon which every institution of this kind in the world is 
founded. 


The Gosret Pauxapium, a paper published every other Wednes- 
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day at Warren, R. I. has copied the article above mentioned, and 
added the following 
** REMARKS, 


We copy the foregoing from the (New-York) Curistian Heratp 
and Seaman’s Macazine. The Cut representing the Mariners’ Church, 
was obligingly forwarded us by the Editor of that work, by which 
we are enabled to exhibit to our readers a view of the result of the 
benevolent exertions of the friends of seamen. To this subject we 
now, for the first time, call the attention of our readers. We are 
happy to reflect that we are bigotted to no whimsical sect whose 
delicate feelings and: views we are doomed to consult, before we 
dare speak or think. All we require asa agemrars. engaging in 
a measure, is conviction of its correctness, and when, that shall ap- 
pear as obvious to our brethren as to ourselves, sae. an assu- 
rance of their co-operation. That useful class of citizens, the pro- 
motion of whose moral and spiritual interests has called forth the 
benevolent endeavours of our friends at New-York, and in the prin- 
cipal cities and sea-ports in the United States, and also in England, 
certainly has an imperious claim on our attention. Every mean, 
whose probable tendency is the melioration of their condition, even 
in a limited degree, should be unhesitatingly adopted. 

It will be pereeived that this institution is free from sectarian bias, 
and tbat the pulpit of its Church is accessible to ministers of the 
various denominations. We therefore hail the Bethel Flag, as the 
flag of tiserty. Should we ever recognize it, prostituted to an ex- 
clusive rallying standard of any dominant sectary, we hope not to be 
found among its defenders. Those who are not too deeply immured 
in modern scepticism to withhold their credence, will find very in- 
teresting results of these establishments in the journal of the Bethel 
Flag, which is faithfully presented in the Szaman’s Macazine. As 
we shall have occasion to advert to this subject hereafter, we will 
add no more at this moment, the impulse was too irresistible to have 
said less.” ‘Editor, Gospel Palladium.” 


eel 
ae 


UNITED STATES’ NAVY. 


As several inaccuracies occurred under this head in our number 
for Nov. 1, we shall here again give a connected view of the subject. 

The Chaplaincy at the New-York Station, which became vacant 
by the death of the Rev. John Ireland, was filled last summer by the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy, by the appointment of the Rev. Cave 
Jones, A. M. of the Episcopal church of this city. To the duties 
of Chaplain are added those of Professor of Mathematicks, for the 
purpose of instracting the midshipmen in that science. The school 
is at present held on board the U. S. ship Washington, where a 
course of lectures is regularly delivered. Instruction is also af- 
forded gratuitously by the Chaplain in other branches, preparatory, 
as it is hoped, to the establishment of a Naval Seminary, for which, 
it is expected that provision will be made at the next session of 
Congress. 
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It is a matter of gratulation to the friends of Seamen, that the 
Rev. Chaplain is, as we are assured, entirely disposed to unite in 
all proper measures with the religious institutions for their moral 
and religious improvement. And the Societies in this city which 
are aiming to improve the moral character of seamen, will cheer- 
fully co-operate with the Chaplain and Officers at the navy-yard, 
in promoting any plans (not contrary to the regulations of the navy 
department) which may tend to benefit the seamen of our navy. 

Mr. Jones commenced his ministerial duties on the 3d of August, 
on board the steam frigate Fulton; and after performing divine ser- 
vice, he preached a sermon on The advantages of religion to all clas- 
ses of men, from 1 Tim. iv. 8. ‘*Godliness is profitable unto all things.” 

One of the men, belonging to the U. S. ship Ohio, on retiring from 
the meeting, while descending the side of the ship, swore, by an aw- 
ful oath, that he would not go there [to attend worship] again; and 
added, it was no place for him. He was overheard by an officer, who 
reproved him for his profanity. The next night he realized that God 
took him at his word ; for he got up in a state of derangement, or of. 
intoxication, and fell down the hatchway, never to rise again! !. 

It happened on the Sunday following, that the Chaplain, without 
being acquainted with the circumstances of the accident, preached 
on ** The universal presence of the Almighty,” from Ps. 139 vs. 7—10. 
The remarks, though of a general tenor, were so immediately ap- 
plicable, that as soon as the preacher had concluded, the captain ‘in- 
quired if he had not prepared it for the occasion ; and on being in- 
formed that the case was not known to the Chaplain, he then related 
the circumstances. A particular improvement was made of the aw- 
ful providence, on the succeeding Sunday ; when, from the deep at- 
tention given, it is hoped that the application was not without effect. 

Divine service is now regularly performed on every Sunday morn- 
ing, on board of the same ship; and the Chaplain has gratuitously 
introduced a second service, and a lecture on Sunday afternoon, at 
the Naval Hospital. 

The U. S. sloop Erie sailed for the Mediterranean Nov. 6th. Pre- 
viously to her departure, she was, at the instance of the chaplain of 
the station, furnished with a supply of Bibles, to be distributed 
through all the messes, as well as for the cabin and ward-rooms. And 
we are happy in learning, that it is the intention of the commander, 
Capt. Deacon, to have divine service performed, and a sermon read, 
on every Sunday during the cruise, by a gentleman who goes out in 
the capacity of instructer. An example which we hope will be fol- 
lowed by all the Commanders of the ships of the United States. 


Seamens’ LIBRARIES. 


On the suggestion of the Chaplain, through the instrumentality of a benevolent 
gentleman who has been engaged in procuring other libraries, the officers and 
crew of the United States sloop Erie, provided for the vessel, previous to her sailing, 
a well chosen library, consisting of about five hundred volumes, of which one 
hundred were adapied to the use of the crew, containing among them a suita- 
ble number of moral and religious books. This library is promised to be convey- 
ed, on the return of the Erie from her cruise, to a General Library, which the 
Chaplain is actively engaged in establishing at the navy-yard, Brooklyn. 





